It is indisputable that alcohol misuse among young people is more of a problem today than it was a decade ago, not only in the UK but also elsewhere in the world where alcohol is freely available. The key issues are reviewed in the paper by Sue Bailey and Richard Williams. Two alarming trends are highlighted by them. First, the use of alcohol in excess by children under the age of 18 years is rising substantially -- as is their consumption of illicit drugs (the subject of a future issue). In the 10- to 14-year age-group there has been a doubling of alcohol consumption in the past decade, and one in three children report having been drunk at least once by the time they reached 13 years. Second, the misuse of alcohol by young women is rapidly approaching the same prevalence as we observe among young males. This trend can be seen clearly over the past 10 years and raises questions about what changes in societal structure could be fuelling their behaviour.

A different perspective on alcohol misuse among young people is portrayed by Mei-Yu Yeh and her colleagues, who review the attitudes to excessive drinking among two cultures in Taiwan. For the ethnic indigenous population, who are in the minority, alcohol is an important part of their culture. Among the Han (immigrant Chinese) people this is less the case, and they also have a high prevalence of aldehyde dehydrogenase deficiency, so are less able to metabolise it. Alcohol misuse among young indigenous Taiwanese men is becoming an issue of social concern.

A potentially important but underestimated influence on young people's attitudes to drink is the role played by the media, especially television and the movies. Nowadays, we are far less likely to see romantic leads blowing smoke into one another's faces than was the case 50 years ago (witness *Casablanca*, a classic example of a movie in which such behaviour is commonplace). In contrast, alcohol consumption is not only socially acceptable but also virtually ubiquitous in mainstream American movies. Susannah Stern writes about the potential influence movies have in shaping attitudes among young people to the effects of alcohol excess. Audiences for the movies are getting younger all the time. She points out that little attention has been paid to the way in which indulgence in alcohol by movie characters can have negative effects upon young viewers in shaping their attitudes to such behaviour. Her work deserves to be better known. It is hard to enjoy a cult movie such as *Animal House* knowing that the lead character, John Belushi, died of the very excesses he portrayed in the film. Young children need to be educated that substance misuse is not really very funny, for anybody.
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